
AN ANALYSIS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARES PLAY MUCH ADO ABOUT

NOTHING AND ITS CHARACTERS AND PLOT

A short summary of William Shakespeare's Much Ado About Nothing. As the play begins, Leonato prepares to welcome
some friends home from a war.

Read an in-depth analysis of Beatrice. Interestingly, Don Pedro makes half-advances on both Hero and
Beatrice in the play â€” perhaps this explains his sadness in the final scene when he is the only nobleman
without a wife. Meanwhile, Hero and her maid Ursula ensure Beatrice overhears them discuss Benedick's
undying love for her. He apparently likes to control events around him but in fact becomes a victim of them
and seems the lesser for being deceived. They arrange for Benedick to overhear a conversation in which they
declare that Beatrice is madly in love with him but afraid to tell him; that their pride is the main impediment to
their courtship. Her wit and her sharp tongue make Beatrice one of the most striking characters in the play.
Leonato explains that "There is a kind of merry war betwixt Signor Benedick and her. Leonato tells Claudio
that, as punishment, he wants Claudio to tell everybody in the city how innocent Hero was. He is father to
Hero, uncle and guardian to Beatrice, and host to Don Pedro and his entourage. George Seacoal and Other
Watchmen The words and actions of the watchmen make them seem more alert and intelligent than Dogberry
and Verges. Scene 4: It is the morning of the wedding and Hero is nervously preparing before the wedding
party arrive and take her to church. They soon talk themselves out of having ever admitted love for one
another at all. Nothing is also a double entendre ; "an O-thing" or "n othing" or "no thing" was Elizabethan
slang for " vagina ", evidently derived from the pun of a woman having "nothing" between her legs. Claudio A
young count from the city of Florence he has an uncle in Messina who is a companion to Don Pedro and has
played a heroic part in the fight against Don John. Conrade spelled Conrad in some editions Another of Don
John's personal followers. Thus Benedick gives him the advice "Get thee a wife. As defined by Paul N. Later,
even after her humiliation by him, she is quite prepared to marry a repentant Claudio. At the outset of the play,
she appears content never to marry. Her loyalties shift easily: first willing to accept Don Pedro's apparent
proposal, then readily shifting to Claudio. Many of the males easily believe that Hero is impure and even her
father readily condemns her with very little proof. Antonio Brother of Leonato and a member of his
household. Leonato gives permission for his daughter to marry Claudio in seven days time. Lee Jamieson has
a M. Borachio has had a personal relationship with Margaret, one of Hero's attendants. In the aftermath of the
rejection, Benedick and Beatrice finally confess their love to one another. Once she is tricked into thinking
that Benedick is in love with her, she soon reveals her sweet, sensitive side. No glory lives behind the back of
such. Frustrated, Leonato tells him to interview the suspects and speak to him after the wedding ceremony.
Friendly and unsophisticated, influenced by appearances and opinions of others, Leonato is a unifying figure,
linking the play's plot lines to one another from first scene to last. Their tricks prove successful, and Beatrice
and Benedick soon fall secretly in love with each other. Dogberry is very sincere and takes his job seriously,
but he has a habit of using exactly the wrong word to convey his meaning. New York , [7] Vgl. However,
every character serves a purpose.


