
THIS I BELIEVE ESSAY PODCASTS

This I Believe, Inc. publishes a weekly podcast of selections from our award- winning public radio series. Each week a
different person reads an essay they have.

The end result will be a minute podcast that you will upload onto your blog. Post the T chart from this session
and the previous one where students can see them. Be positive: Please avoid preaching or editorializing. Go
through the grading scale. Please consider it carefully in writing your piece. Talk with students about the
content of the feedback, if they feel it was helpful or not, if it was accurate or beneficial. The work will not
neatly fall into sessions, but should take approximately three class sessions to complete. Have students return
to their Two Belief Statements handouts, and share their statements and reasons with a partner to help select
the most engaging and coherent belief statement. If necessary, assign it for homework. When they finish their
essay, you can have them read it aloud to the class. The listener should offer feedback both about the content
of the essay and the quality of the reading. Here are some sources Casey may use for class activities or
discussions or that you may want to check out on your own: This I Believe home site. Have students revise
their essays. See Creating, Editing, and Posting Podcasts handout for an explanation of how to conduct this
step. See the Creating, Editing, and Posting Podcasts handout for a detailed explanation of the steps you
should be taking to make the podcasts while students continue working on their essays. After each one, have
students share items that they thought made the essay strong e. Write their responses on a T chart. They will
therefore move back and forth between the revising stage and the practice stage. Have students work in pairs
to practice reading the essays aloud. Consider moments when belief was formed or tested or changed. Craft a
comment that would score a 4 and one that would score a 1 on the rubric. You might have students e-mail the
drafts to you on a Friday so that you have time over the weekend to respond. Students will appreciate seeing
this feedback the first time they look at the blog. This can be done by hand or on the computers and may take
some students multiple sessions. You may also choose to have the author of the essay respond to comments. If
you have printed copies of the essays, distribute them to students to read aloud. As students complete their
essays, they should prepare to record them. Session 10 By the start of this session, all podcasts should be
posted to your class blog. If they need help in narrowing the statements, have them talk with a partner about
what each statement means to them and the story behind the statement. Students whose parents do not want
them posting on the blog can write comments in their notebooks, which they later share with the podcast
author or with the entire class. Once students have practiced and feel confident, they are ready to record. They
should start the essay with the words I Believe. Take your belief out of the ether and ground it in the events of
your life. It is not uncommon for students who think that they are finished to go back to their essay and fine
tune it. Be brief: Your statement should be between and words. Note: If you are the only one who has access
to the blog, you can use an LCD projector to show students the blog and listen to the podcasts.


