
A COMPARISON OF TWO EPIC POEMS IN SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN

KNIGHT AND BEOWULF

Free Essay: A Comparison of Beowulf and Sir Gawain A hero is someone who While both the epic poem Beowulf and
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight have.

Author: Allan Leider. This is a description of the great king Beowulf, from the epic poem of the same name.
One who is willing to sacrifice his own existence for the life of another. In the time of Beowulf Paganism was
still commonly present. Sir Gawain is cordial, mannerly, brave, and smart. It is this passion that gets him in
trouble and knocks him down a peg, leaving him feeling chastened. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, in
contrast to the epic, is a romance : a circular and lighter version of the epic based around a single quest. Like
Sir Gawain, Beowulf has all the requisite characteristics of a hero and like Sir Gawain, he is invested in
protecting his reputation. These heroes must be constantly alert to potential threats caused by evil forces who
wish to do them harm and create social disorder. Beowulf is an epic, and as such follows certain
characteristics that are unique to this form of poetry. In the time that Sir Gawain takes place, there were entire
kingdoms under the rule of the leader versus small tribes, and there was a better-established legal system for
dealing with crimes such as murder. It is thought that the actual Beowulf lived around A. Religion is an
important difference between the two novels and the times they were set in. This goes back to the harshness of
the time and the fact that all the faith the thanes had, they put in one another. The key to any epic is its hero
and his flaw; the hero is required to have a flaw because the epic is a form of serious and tragic poetry that
allows for few lighthearted moments. In both tales, the reader meets a central heroic figure who is endowed
with intellectual, physical, and psychological prowess that equip him for the task of confronting significant
challenges to his authority and the people in his charge, thereby provoking the reader to consider the themes of
heroism and the epic journey, as well as the theme of the constant battle between good and evil. This lie, once
it is revealed, becomes the means by which the mild hubris that afflicts Gawain is exposed and also the means
by which the hubris can be corrected. The first question to arise is that of leadership. Further, while Gawain
does set out on a quest with his life on the line, there are no giant serpents attacking Camelot and eating its
court members out of spite. Christianity affects even the attire of characters in the story. The style of Sir
Gawain follows the alliterative style of Beowulf that makes it easier to perform orally, but the romance mostly
serves to entertain rather than preserve tradition or culture, as is the purpose of the epic. While all of these
factors altered the style of writing and the content of the two poems, the fact remains that Beowulf and Sir
Gawain are two great literary heroes who strove to be all that they could. This particular epic centers around a
young and eager adventurer named, of course, Beowulf, who is fueled by a desire to be remembered forever as
a great hero. The purpose for extremely long epics such as Beowulf which is over lines, and likely longer due
to destroyed sections of the original manuscript lies in tradition and preservation. The main factors that divide
Beowulf and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight are literary genre and time difference.


