
TRANSCENDENTALISM WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

The unit â€œapproaches Walden,â€• Thoreau's writing and Transcendentalism in . writing assignments are designed to
connect Thoreau and Emerson's ideas to the.

However, the main task - to cover the topic as much as possible - remains the same for both. To summarize the
characteristics of transcendental thought covered so far in the lesson, have students fill in the Examples of
Transcendental Thought interactive or handout. You may wish to write these questions on the board or chart
paper for students to refer to. Ask students to identify the key elements of self-reliance as defined by Emerson
in their readings. Explain the historical connection between the two writers: Emerson as teacher and Thoreau
as practitioner. Are there artists whom you think of as following transcendental ideas? Are there kinds of
songs that aren't well-represented? Read and discuss the excerpt you've chosen from Emerson's "
Self-Reliance " with the students, using the following questions to guide your exploration of the text. If time is
short, this work can be completed as homework. Return to the class definition of transcendentalism. How is
nature portrayed as noble? As a class, brainstorm examples of resources that students can consult as they
complete their charts. What does he mean when he says "I become a transparent eyeball"? Once you've
explored the lyrics for an example song, explain the project that students will complete. Remind students of
the any school guidelines regarding violent or explicit lyrics. What is a "foolish consistency"? Encourage
students to make connections to the readings and the comic strips, as appropriate. Change appeared to be
happening under the surface, but it did not have the obvious and enormous social and political upheaval of the
Civil War and later Gilded Age. Do their songs represent those ideas? Is there a connection between the
individual's spirit and nature? Take a few minutes for students to share some of the titles that they identified.
Probably, every student has ever stood a chance to get acquainted with such type of writing. Seedfolks, a
fictional novel about a community garden, will provide a link for students to envision growth in the garden, to
consider personal growth, and to examine growth in the community. Ask the students to read the strips paying
close attention to both the text and the drawings with the goal of identifying the literary elements of
transcendentalism. The influence of transcendentalism on the literature of the 19th century. For example, has a
parent or a sibling ever known something was wrong with you without having talked with or seen you? If your
facilities allow, spread groups out. If desired, students can complete the Examples of Transcendental Thought
interactive or copies of the handout again, this time recording examples from Thoreau's writings as a class, in
small groups, or individually. Much of the thoughts of that period still resonate strongly today, and go a long
way in explaining what it is to be American. What would happen if songs were divided further, into
sub-genres e. Assign the final project for the unit , which will be used to assess students' understanding of the
characteristics of transcendentalism.


