
CHARACTERIZATION ESSAY ON THE CANTERBURY TALES

Free Essay: The Purpose of the Characters in The Canterbury Tales The characters introduced in the General Prologue
of The Canterbury Tales each represent.

To this end, Chaucer makes use of several stylistic techniques involving both framing and content. His
character matches the medieval conception that millers were the most important but dishonest tenants on a
manor farm. A member of the peasant class, he pays his tithes to the Church and leads a good Christian life.
Also, he is certainly not as rowdy as the other characters. Critics have discussed the ideas that were presented
both subtly and openly. In the general prologue the portrait of the Clerk fiercely contrasts that of the Merchant
Rossignol,. She had fun singing and dancing with him, but tried her best to make him jealous. His story of
Chanticleer, however, is well crafted and suggests that he is a witty, self-effacing preacher. Chaucer
demonstrates this idea in The Canterbury Tales, specifically with the Merchant character. One theme that is
very important is the importance of company. Related posts:. He speaks little, but when he does, his words are
wise and full of moral virtue. The young man did however, hold many social talents, which were important to
have when becoming a knight. He is learned, but unlike the other men, possess much virtue. The author also
makes it a point however, to state that he was a "fat and personable priest. Following the General Prologue, the
mindful observations of the narrator demonstrate that the pilgrims are intended to serve as a veritable
cross-examination of medieval society at large. Each pilgrim has a tale that they tell on this journey. Two of
the pilgrims and their tales will be discussed: the Prioress and the Pardoner. Later on, the Host accuses him of
being silent and sullen. Chaucer decides to join them, taking some time to describe each pilgrim. He is
described as being as fresh as the month of May, showing his cleaniless and delightful appearance to which he
took so much pride. The Canterbury Tales is a great example of the British human experience at that point in
time. The moral of the story is revealed in the second paragraph, when Chaucer, through the voice of the
miller, notes of the carpenter,? He curls his hair, uses breath fresheners, and fancies Alisoun. Once he does so,
and shows that he has learned his lesson by letting his old ugly wife make a decision, she rewards him by
becoming beautiful and submissive. These traits define the three and eventually lead to their downfall. John is
jealous and possessive of his wife. He displays a sense of reality in that he isn't as concerned with honor and
values as his father, but rather with his own enjoyment and vanity. Chaucer demonstrates this idea in The
Canterbury Tales, specifically with the Merchant character. The tale the clerk tells is about virtue and
dedication which gives one an idea of where his values lay Rossignol,. The framed narratives are the
individual stories told by the pilgrims who participate. In essence, the plot development is also based on the
development of the characters and the contrast of reality and exaggeration. She is his equal in looks, manners,
and talent. In The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer uses "a fictitious pilgrimage [to Canterbury] as a framing device
for a number of stories" Norton  Where kings were the head of the system and everyone was categorized in
social classes. Although he baffles about the complexity of the characters, Chaucer also praises and condemns
characters for their unique qualities. Webster's New World Dictionary says that satire is "the use of ridicule,
sarcasm, etc. Chaucer's use of characterization helps to establish the plot and motives of the tale. The Pardoner
has long, greasy, yellow hair and is beardless.


