
FLOWERS CONTRIBTION TO THE INDIAN ECONOMY

Indian floriculture industry has been shifting from traditional flowers to cut flowers for export purposes. The liberalized
economy has given an impetus to the.

There are resource constraints and a severe shortage of skilled persons to develop the industry to match up to
the existing international standards. African countries like Kenya and Ethiopia are the leading players in the
global market and cultivate flowers in large farms extending to 20 acres or more. Moreover, in many countries
of the Third World, statistics that are available to make such projections are either not adequate or not accurate
or both. The liberalized economy has given an impetus to the Indian entrepreneurs for establishing export
oriented floriculture units under controlled climatic conditions. But the predictions lack an insight. Last
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Wikimedia Commons Potted vegetation and cut flowers comprise nearly 80 per cent of total world trade in
ornamental plant varieties. The lack of sufficient infrastructure and the rising cost of production are impeding
production in India. Commercial floriculture is becoming important from the export angle. For this, the
government should trim down import duty on all kinds of floral planting material and equipment; intervene to
effectively bring down airfreight to a rational level; ensure sufficient cargo-space in airlines; create model
nurseries with state of the art facilities for supplying authentic planting material and start florist organisations
at a regional level on lines of a cooperative model. The open field crops are chrysanthemum, roses, gaillardia,
lily marygold, aster, tuberose etc. Also, the net profit against the actual investment is much higher from
these,when weighed against conventional crops. Production of flowers are estimated to be thousand tonnes
loose flowers and thousand tonnes cut flowers in  In a country with majority of medium and small farming
households, intervention can help a poor farmer earn much more than what he does by making the most
optimum use of available limited natural resources. The development of new varieties via plant breeding is a
major occupation of floriculturists. Under these circumstances, it is the responsibility of the state to invest in
setting up functional and fair auction centres, as well as systematise floral shops with modern storage facilities
to prolong the vase life of cut flowers. But the industry is undergoing a transition. Also, the lobby of the
naysayers and conservationists needs to be conveniently ignored. The new seed policy had already made it
feasible to import planting material of international varieties. Will the country seize the opportunity to reap the
benefits of floriculture? It has been found that commercial floriculture has higher potential per unit area than
most of the field crops and is therefore a lucrative business. The agricultural experts and economic literati,
however, have predicted that both per capita consumption and production of the floriculture industryis likely
to go up internationally. The retail florist shops usually operate on roadsides with little or no protection or air
conditioning for flowers. The important floricultural crops in the international cut flower trade are rose,
carnation, chrysanthemum, gargera, gladiolus, gypsophila, liastris, nerine, orchids, archilea, anthuriu, tulip,
and lilies. The marketing of cut flowers is unorganised. The constraints with marketing are the inadequate
airfreight space; deficiency of sophisticated cold chain; absence of regional and international cooperation;
patenting issues, royalties, the rigid WTO laws; and grossly inadequate transport facilities. India has the
privilege of having diverse and adequately favourable climatic conditions for floriculture and very cheap
labour for growing these crops.


