
HOW TO WRITE A MASTERS DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

The dissertation proposal is an important first step towards writing your final dissertation on a taught or research masters
course, or a PhD level course.

Prior research on topic 5. Ethical Considerations Are there any ethical concerns relating to your research?
Within your methodology section, it is important to include a description of the research techniques that you
are planning to use. To make this a lot easier on yourself, start a reference record as soon as you start drafting
your thesis. Be sure to state what your research hopes to achieve, and what outcomes you predict. Good luck!
Be critical: what are the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches? This is where you can list materials
that give you more background on your topic, or contain research carried out previously that you refer to in
your own studies. Aim to make an argument for why this is the most appropriate, valid and reliable approach
to answering your questions. But what are they? You may decide that you want to investigate whether the
findings would be the same in more recent research. When and where will you collect the data? You will need
to list the most important sources that you have consulted thus far in your research, and how they helped you
to guide your own research. Can you identify any methodological errors that would undermine the results that
the authors presented? One is much easier and one is much harder to read. As a brief guide: Introduction This
is where you will need to introduce your topic. Also, individual departments usually have their own unique
preferences. Is it time to apply yourself to make your first substantial contribution to research in your field?
Although this might sound complicated, once you begin to go over the basics, and continue to repeat the
process for each of the studies you incorporate into your work, it will soon become second nature. You are
now required to show that you are able to adequately extend the existing literature, rather than simply interpret
and criticise it. Depending upon whether your course is of a scientific or mathematical nature, meaning that
you are likely to be dealing with experiments providing you with definitive results and quantitative analysis;
or a more theoretical nature, meaning that your research will mainly be qualitative; your hypothesis will be
proven or disproven throughout the course of your dissertation. What is it that you want to achieve? Are there
any ethical concerns that you believe should be rectified in any future studies of the same topic? Methods
What tools and procedures will you use e. Remember: If you open up new questions, make every attempt to
resolve them. Things like font, spaces, eccetera are likely important too. A more complete awareness of the
subject area is a requirement, but this should come fairly easily as a result of the extra study you have
completed already. After having identified the limitations of previous studies in this field, I have worked on
producing a methodology that will avoid these same pitfalls, and predict that the research will portray a strong
enough relationship between the two factors to encourage further scholarship. How will you gain access to
participants or sources? The above plan is meant only as a general guide. This may mean that you spend a lot
longer searching for a topic, as you will want to identify a concept that still has room for exploration.
Description of the research methodology. Is the problem stated clearly? Can a time estimate be made for each
activity? Again, be sure to follow any departmental guidance in terms of word count, and if you are applying
for a research grant be sure to relate everything back to the aims and objectives outlined within the
accompanying details. It does not matter how ground-breaking your findings are, they can be seriously
undermined if you have not allowed room for ethical considerations within your planning, preparation, and
research phases. The first step in creating your dissertation proposal should be planning its structure.


