
NATURAL LIGHT IN EGYPTIAN ARCHITECTURE

Last Updated on Wed, 07 Aug | Natural Light to the sun influenced and informed the town planning and the architecture
of ancient Egyptian cities.

Research shows that heart attack victims stand a better chance of recovery if they are in sunlit rooms. The
great difference between this structure and any other is its grand scale and the scope of the vision. The belief
that the sun was the supreme creator of the universe was not unique to the ancient Egyptians. The western
section consists of 6 rooms, whereas the southern area given its size  This chamber is said to have been cut
from a single block of granite and to have weighed tons. Beyond the colonnade is a peristyle courtyard, which
also dates back to Amenhotep's original construction. The First Intermediate Period has traditionally been
depicted as a time of decline because no great monuments were raised and the quality of the art is considered
inferior to that of the Old Kingdom. Many of its features were built along an east-west axis that acknowledged
the movement of the sun and a north-south line that mirrored ancient Egypt's geographic shape and the course
of the Nile. In residential areas, the orthogonal ancient Greek Town plan provided solar access to houses for
lighting and heating5. The plan also and rain. These and other findings support the age-old belief that we need
to be able to see some bright light, or live in sunlit spaces, to stay healthy. A metallurgy industry is also
indicated to have taken place at this site due to the discovery of copper-ore. This resulted in the east-west plan
orientation of virtually every major Fig Diagram showing circle developed from a square by means of
pendentives that allow dome construction over a rectangular plan Gothic cathedral exposing the windowed
South facade for maximum daylighting. Examples abound throughout history. The Ramesseum was a
magnificent temple, completed with monument status to guard its entrance; the most impressive of which was
a 62 foot tall statue of Ramses himself. This labyrinth was created, of course, to protect the tomb and grave
goods of the king but, unfortunately, it failed to keep out ancient grave robbers and the tomb was looted at
some point in antiquity. Ancient Egyptian temples were aligned with astronomically significant events, such
as solstices and equinoxes , requiring precise measurements at the moment of the particular event. Structural
innovation and expression that characterized the Gothic period gave way to revival of interest in visual
harmony and proportion and classical elements were introduced10 with countries having their own Italian,
English, French and German Renaissance. Egyptian columns are famously present in the Great Hypostyle Hall
of Karnak circa BC , where columns are lined up in 16 rows, with some columns reaching heights of 24
metres. The Decline of the Sun Until the middle years of the last century, natural lighting largely determined
the plan of a building and the design of its external envelope.


