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PDF | Colonialism is commonly perceived and portrayed negatively in any discourses In his first novel, Things Fall Apart,
first published in.

Manliness is given importance throughout the novel showing how the Igbo natives view the idea of manliness.
The experience of Nigerians who lived overseas in the years preceding, during, and after World War II gave
rise to a class of young, educated nationalists who agitated for independence from Great Britain. It is the
establishment, exploitation, maintenance, acquisition, and expansion of colonies in one territory by people
from another territory. For the countries in Asia, Africa and South America, the experience of colonialism
plays an important role in the process of understanding their history. As the novel progressed, the arrival of
colonisers is seen through the image of Locusts in chapter 7, which descends in the village ,causing a
devastating effect on the crops. Things Fall Apart was his first novel, and remains his best-known work. He
came quietly and peaceably with his religion. When we see this perception in the literature of these countries,
we study it as postcolonial literature. They even warned the children not to whistle at night because they
feared the evil spirits would come out and the dangerous animals would grow even more sinister when dark.
The opposition to imperialism that such authors voiced often rested on the notion that an advanced Western
society corrupts and destroys the non-Western world. Brown, but the church must be destroyed. At the time,
they did not yet control Nigeria, and internal wars continually increased the available supply of captured
slaves. The novel explores the troubles of African cultures and their adaptation to colonialism He was not only
brought up in a Christian family, and thus identified with European culture; his early education was in Church
schools where the influence of the Bible and biblical stories, Christian moral codes, and indeed modern
civility were emphasized. Even before the white missionaries arrive in Umuofia, the Ibo already have their
own judicial systems that are based on the knowledge that their forefathers have passed onto them about their
culture. Likewise these colonists brought destruction along with them. The main superstition they had was the
belief in the silk-cotton tree as home to the good spirits of children waiting to be born. The District
Commissioner, on the other hand, prides himself on being a student of primitive customs and sees himself as a
benevolent leader who has only the best intentions for pacifying the primitive tribes and bringing them into the
modern era. This is a time when the European nations conquered and controlled Africa Another strong
superstition they hold on to was the festival of The Week of Peace which took place the week before the Igbo
started to plant their yam crops. This shows how colonialism shakes the very base of society, altering and
dislocating the views of the natives. What is the meaning of Colonialism? I t has bred untold abominations and
we have to come to put an end to it. Colonisation here occurs by altering the belief, customs and values
through the establishment of schools, government and religion. The novel has been adapted for productions on
the stage, on the radio, and on television. The novel is set during the late s to early s when the British were
expanding their influence in Africa, economically, culturally, religiously, and politically. The invasion of the
colonising force threatens to change almost every aspect of Igbo society; from religion, traditional gender
roles and relations, family structure to trade. Furthermore, Things Fall Apart ironically reverses the style of
novels by such writers as Conrad and Cary, who created flat and stereotypical African characters. The
messengers report back to the missionaries and they take off to bring Okonkwo to justice only to find him
dead. But he says that our customs are bad; and our own brothers who have taken up his religion also say that
our customs are bad. Johannesburg, South Africa: William Heinemann,  From the very beginning African
people suffers and struggled lot. Things Fall Apart. The power of the storyteller, says Achebe, lies in his or her
ability to appeal to the mind and to reach beyond his or her particular circumstance and thus speak to different
periods and generations; the good storyteller is not bound by narrow political or personal concerns or even by
the demands of specific historical moments. He takes his own life while his people embrace the new
developments brought about by the white man. Nigeria became an independent country on October 1, , and
became a republic in  Okonkwo kills one of the messengers and in shock at his actions the villagers let the
other messengers escape. European colonialism is something which has totally destroyed the culture and
traditions of the group of people which in turn into destroyed their identity. More than two hundred ethnic
groups â€” each with its own language, beliefs, and culture â€” live in present-day Nigeria. The Europeans
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held a Eurocentric view of the world; firmly believing European culture to be superior. In the north, the British
ruled indirectly, with the support of the local Muslim leaders, who collected taxes and administered a
government on behalf of the British. The young women who wanted to have children would just go under the
tree. The fundamental decisions affecting the lives of the colonized people are made and implemented by the
colonial rulers in pursuit of interests that are often defined in a distant metropolis.


