
UNDERSTANDING THE WORD RACE

The concept of race as a rough division of anatomically modern humans (Homo sapiens) has a long and complicated
history. The word race itself is modern and was used in the sense of "nation, ethnic .. Africans were not inferior to the
rest of mankind 'concerning healthy faculties of understanding, excellent natural talents .

It does not take much for our feelings, thoughts, and emotions to be hijacked by the anger we have towards
perceived injustices. Learning that race is a social concept, not a scientific fact, may be challenging for
students. Noted Darwin biographers Adrian Desmond and James Moore argue that Darwin's writings on
evolution were not only influenced by his abolitionist tendencies, but also his belief that non-white races were
equal in regard to their intellectual capacity as white races, a belief which had been strongly disputed by
scientists such as Morton, Agassiz and Broca, all noted polygenists. In line with an eye toward heterogeneity,
different ethnic groups e. How have race and racism been used by societies to define their universes of
obligation? Debates continue in and among academic disciplines as to how race should be understood. Al, as
well as notions that there existed a natural racial hierarchy that reflected inborn differences and measures of
value between the different human races. Learning Objectives Students will define and analyze the socially
constructed meaning of race, examining how that concept has been used to justify exclusion, inequality, and
violence throughout history. In addition, little attention is given to the gap between state definitions and
popular consciousness. He also acknowledged that certain geographical areas with more complex ethnic
compositions, including much of the Horn of Africa and the India subcontinent, did not fit into his racial
paradigm. Now, race is far more widely accepted to be a social construction and therefore not distinguishable
based on biology alone. It was assumed for centuries that race was based in biology and genetically
distinguishable among different subgroups e. For some reason, there seems to be a fixation, outside and
especially inside the church, to look back in American history at certain points to explain current societal
trends of behavior. From a scientific stand point, they were willing to accept that concepts of superiority and
inferiority did not exist, but from a social stand point, they continued to believe that racial differences were
significant. Census Bureau currently uses race and ethnicity as self-identification data items. Key Terms
ideology of race: The belief that races are primordial, natural, enduring, and distinct, derived from folk beliefs
and scientific explanations generated during the 17thth centuries. Racism is the belief that different inherent
traits in racial groups justify discrimination. Vincent , sixteen Desmoulins , twenty-two Morton , sixty
Crawfurd , or as sixty-three, according to Burke. The debate over a multiracial category reveals an intriguing
aspect about our conceptualizations of race. In the past, theorists have posited categories of race based on
various geographic regions, ethnicities, skin colors, and more. In , Whites constituted 54 percent, and
Hispanics and Asians each comprised nearly 20 percent of the population. Black students, by contrast, see
racism as a system of power, and correspondingly argue that they cannot be racist because they lack power.
Until we are able to do that, only then will we be able to see the magnitude of our human condition. Since
language is a part of humanity and culture, past and present, we cannot ignore the aspect of how words play
into our thinking, our behaviors, and our treatment of others. What matters are the social meanings that are
attached to perceived physical differences, be these skin colour, hair colour, height, etc. Planned Parenthood?


