
ANIMAL SYMBOLISM IN A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND

â€œThe unexamined life is not worth living.â€• -Socrates. When reading â€œA Good Man is Hard to Find,â€• one is
struck by its multiple uses of animal.

For him, "It's nothing for you to do but enjoy the few minutes you got left. Oh, and by the way, this is the
same cat that the grandmother had been so worried about leaving at home, fearing it would suffocate. Melvin
Friedman and Lewis A. The name of the town the grandmother is seeking is called Toombsboro, clearly
calling to mind the image of a tomb. Although Bailey does not answer her thereby showing a complete lack of
respect for her , the incident provides an ironic foreshadowing to the end of the story. The car rolled and the
mother and baby were thrown from the car. Neither group answers to themselves, but the Gang will also not
answer to society. This is not simply because they are evil, but because society has failed them. The
grandmother, by standing and waving to attract the attention of the people in the approaching car, brings down
upon the family the Misfit and his two companions. The Misfit on the other hand does not believe in a higher
power even as he symbolizes one. It is at the end right before the grandmother is killed that she realizes her sin
and is remorseful. In the first case, the trees could almost be approximated with the Misfit in the role of Jesus
While the grandmother fails to recognize her own faults, the Misfit knows not only his own failings but also
those of others, indicating the all-seeing eye of Jesus Bonney,  More on that later, too. Her Catholic beliefs
reflected in her work, as well as the implementation of violence and darkness ironically used in her short
stories. But it also leads the family by-the-nose to a brutish death. The rest of the family are seemingly
insignificant compared to the grandmother and eventually the Misfit. Additionally, the Misfit originally chose
the pseudonym he holds because he believed he was punished excessively for his perceived crime, which he
does not remember. Again, this reminds the reader that the grandmother reminisces about the time when she
was growing up. A parrot can imitate the form of words, but has no concept of meaning. First off, it is pretty
obvious to me that the "silver-white sunlight" is supposed to be imagery the reader associates with Heaven.
Said they worked at the mill and you know I let them fellers charge the gas they bought? His face was as
familiar to her as if she had known him all her life but she could not recall who he was. The dark and heavy
forest near where the family has their accident is a symbol of death as well, with its shadows, hidden threats
and unknowable reality. If he hears it's two cent in the cash register, I wouldn't be a tall surprised if he. In the
end, they are sort of stranded, trapped, and surrounded on all sides by the Misfit and his men, just like an
island is surrounded by water. When June Star suggests that she would not marry a man who brought her only
watermelons, the grandmother responds by replying that Mr. When one acts with the principle in mind to
achieve an end, it is not the actions in themselves which matter, but the actions in regard to the given end. The
grandmother recalls the days when this 'road of life' was not paved straight and narrow being associated with
paved roads, of course , and was a much longer journey O'Connor tells readers that the dirt road has dense
trees to the left of this dirt road. Shortly after leaving Atlanta, the family passes Stone Mountain, a gigantic
outcropping upon which are carved, in bas-relief, images of the long-dead heroes of an equally dead
Confederacy. At the beginning of the story, the children play the game of identifying shapes in the clouds.
Foster's critical reading techniques. Works Cited Bandy, Stephen. Now why did I do that? Once again, the
Misfit is given qualities that make him seem easily equated with God and Jesus. Bonney, William. During this
dialogue with the grandmother, we learn that the Misfit's father had early recognized in him an individual who
would have to know "why it [life] is," and we learn that the Misfit has pondered the human condition and has
reached certain conclusions concerning his experience with life.


