
GRANT WRITING PROFESSIONALS

As grant professionals, we utilize our superpowers to connect the needs of communities, the interests of funders, and
the mission and capacity of organizations.

For instance, a faith-based organization will need someone who understands which foundations give to
religious groups. There are many live and recorded webinars covering a wide range of grant-related topics
offered by the Grant Professionals Association GPA and the Foundation Center. But for many nonprofits , this
is not so, and it might make sense to hire a grant professional or consultant, at least for a limited time.
However, any grants professional worth his fees should be able to juggle that situation and give you all the
time you need. Since the goal of writing proposals is to get the money, being on time is crucial. Continuous
learning is important to me! Also, sign a short-term contract so you can have a trial run before getting
involved long-term. With the churn in development staff on the rise, loss of institutional memory may be more
damaging than you think. Continue Reading. The foundation of my training was a formal program online and
on-site consisting of grant researching, proposal writing, budgeting, and professional ethics. Understanding
how other professionals approach their professional development is a great way to get ideas to help expand
and enhance your own approach to professional development. If you are starting from scratch, you can search
these sources for listings of consultants, including grant writers: The Association of Fundraising Professionals
AFP offers a Consultants Directory on its website that can be searched by specialty, name, or by geographic
area. A good consultant will get that proposal to you early enough for a thorough review and revisions and
then to the funder by the deadline. It May Cost Too Much Cost is likely the most frequent reason
organizations hesitate to hire a professional grant writer. Some organizations assign groups to write a
proposal, a strategy that often ends up producing what Jake calls a "franken-proposal," cobbled together from
mismatched parts. But it's surprising how many would-be grant writers fail to submit complete and technically
acceptable proposals ahead of time. You may be fortunate enough to have an experienced grant writer on staff,
especially if your organization has a long-standing grants program. Don't make the mistake of assuming that a
rookie grant writer can learn grant writing and research quickly. No one remembers when and how the last
proposal was made or where to start next time. Their GrantSpace service offers tools and resources including a
Knowledge Base, webinars, and sample documents from winning proposals cover letters, letters of inquiry,
proposals, and budgets. The Foundation Center is a valuable resource. Never agree to pay a grant writer a
percentage of a successful grant.


