
NOAH WEBSTER

Noah Webster Jr. (October 16, â€“ May 28, ) was an American lexicographer, textbook pioneer, English-language
spelling reformer, political writer.

Defining Noah Webster. Though the reader had a shorter life and more vigorous competition than other parts
of the Institute, it set a patriotic having to do with the love for one's country and moralistic having to do with
right and wrong pattern followed by rival books, some of which were thought to attract attention because they
were more religiously orientated. The fourth son of five children of Noah and Mercy Steele Webster, young
Noah showed exceptional scholarly talents as a child, and his father sacrificed much in order that his son
would gain the best education available. His work went on to inspire many other authors in their use of the
language. Therefore, teachers must not try to teach a three-year-old how to read; they could not do it until age
five. The appropriate standard for the American language, argued Webster, was "the same republican
principles as American civil and ecclesiastical constitutions. Webster wrote, "slavery is a great sin and a
general calamityâ€”but it is not our sin, though it may prove to be a terrible calamity to us in the north. New
York, NY: S. This presupposition animated Webster's Speller and Grammar. Webster molded the KJV to
correct grammar, replaced words that were no longer used, and did away with words and phrases that could be
seen as offensive. Bynack examines Webster in relation to his commitment to the idea of a unified American
national culture that would stave off the decline of republican virtues and solidarity. At the age of seventy,
Webster published his dictionary in , registering the copyright on April  After Webster married in , he
practiced law in Hartford for four years before returning to New York City to edit the city's first daily
newspaper, the American Minerva â€” Known for generations simply as The Blue-back Speller, it was in use
for more than a century and sold over seventy million copies. Webster said that children pass through
distinctive learning phases in which they master increasingly complex or abstract tasks. They also spelled,
pronounced, and used English words differently. As a Federalist spokesman, he defended the administrations
of George Washington and John Adams , especially their policy of neutrality between Britain and France, and
he especially criticized the excesses of the French Revolution and its Reign of Terror. This biography by Patsy
Stevens, a retired teacher, was written in  He organized his speller accordingly, beginning with the alphabet
and moving systematically through the different sounds of vowels and consonants, then syllables, then simple
words, then more complex words, then sentences. User Contributions: Comment about this article, ask
questions, or add new information about this topic: Name:. On May 28, , a few days after he had completed
revising an appendix to the second edition, Noah Webster died. He had, he said, "too much pride to stand
indebted to Great Britain for books to learn our children. In , the second edition was published in two volumes.
In , two years before the Constitutional Convention and the printing of the Federalist Papers, Webster wrote
Sketches of American Policy, in which he outlined his ideas for a new government. He attended law school for
a while, then he went home and found his family needed help. During the s Webster wrote numerous essays
promoting education reform and other cultural concerns, went on a national lecture tour, established the
American Magazine, promoted the sales of his textbooks, and worked to advance copyright law. His college
years were interrupted by terms of military service. Noah Webster. Webster entered Yale in , interrupted his
studies to serve briefly in the American Revolution , and was graduated in  In , Webster started working on
defining the words that Americans use. Children of all ages were crammed into one-room schoolhouses with
no desks, poor books, and untrained teachers. The scholarly consensus is that she probably made use of an
reprint of the edition, but since this is now rare, and since the edition was also in the Dickinson library, the
present facsimile of the edition becomes an important resource for helping us to recover at least some of the
senses in which she understood certain words. But ultimately, the choice of which spellings to adopt is made
in the most democratic way possible: by public use and acceptance. Happy Birthday, Webster's ! They had
poor, underpaid staff, no desks, and unsatisfactory textbooks that came from England. Webster died in and
was buried in a cemetery adjacent to the Yale campus.


