
MAJOR CAUSES OF EXTINCTION ESSAY

Destruction of Habitat â€“ It is currently the biggest cause of current extinctions. Deforestation has killed off more
species than we can count.

The golden toad was last seen on May 15,  On June 25, , Lonesome George died, leaving one more extinct
species in the world. Reviving these two species will likely solve a number of ecological problems in an
effective and quick way. Many botanists and conservationists look forward to establishing a new population in
the wild. There are ways, however, to slow down or even turn back the processes of extinction; one of them,
the more traditional one, is the reintroduction of cage-bred species to their natural environments. Polar bears,
mountain lions, and alligators are all predators brought into close contact with people as they lose their habitat
to homes, farms, and businesses. It is the state bird of the U. Such introductions have been occurring for
thousands of years, sometimes intentionally e. Step 3: After the scenarios have been sorted, bring the whole
group back together. Development can also endanger species indirectly. The calculated increase in the
extinction rate should also be compared to another study of thresholds of resilience for the natural world by
Swedish scientists, who warned that anything over 10 times the background rate of extinction â€” 10 species
in every million per year â€” was above the limit that could be tolerated if the world was to be safe for
humans, said Stuart. This may occur by direct effects, such as the environment becoming toxic , or indirectly,
by limiting a species' ability to compete effectively for diminished resources or against new competitor
species. Extinction is likeliest for rare species coming into contact with more abundant ones; [38]
interbreeding can swamp the rarer gene pool and create hybrids, depleting the purebred gene pool for example,
the endangered wild water buffalo is most threatened with extinction by genetic pollution from the abundant
domestic water buffalo. Many violet species are likely to become threatened. Each category represents a
different threat level. Extinct In The Wild A species is extinct in the wild when it only survives in cultivation
plants , in captivity animals , or as a population well outside its established range. Another example is the
destruction of ocean floors by bottom trawling. These big cat s have very little genetic variation. Peas and
peanuts are smaller types of legumes. Extinction therefore becomes a certainty when there are no surviving
individuals that can reproduce and create a new generation. Because enormous parts of the Sierra Nevada,
Rocky, and Cascade mountain ranges remain undeveloped, however, mountain lions are not endangered.
Those species that are extinct in some form are placed within the last two categoriesâ€”extinct in the wild and
extinct. Ebony is an endangered species because many biologists calculate its probability of extinction in the
wild is at least 20 percent within five generations. Many animals have a range of hundreds of square
kilometers. Its area of occupancy is enormous, from southeast Africa to the Philippines, and from China to
Australia. In most cases, the introductions are unsuccessful, but when an invasive alien species does become
established, the consequences can be catastrophic. This phenomenon is also known as extirpation. These are
also called "chains of extinction". Endangered Species and People When a species is classified as endangered,
governments and international organization s can work to protect it. Inbred species do not have the genetic
variation to develop resistance to the disease. Threatened categories have different threshold s for these
criteria. Loss of habitat can also lead to increased encounters between wild species and people. The bird is
only found on a single island, meaning both its extent of occurrence and area of occupancy are very small.
Overfishing, poach ing, and dam construction have caused this decline. Development can eliminate habitat and
native species directly. The degradation of a species' habitat may alter the fitness landscape to such an extent
that the species is no longer able to survive and becomes extinct. The hot, dry climate of the Cretaceous period
changed very quickly, most likely because of an asteroid striking the Earth. For this reason, a species can be of
least concern in one area and endangered in another. Both of these species were functionally unique species
strongly affecting their environments, so their vanishing had changed the ecosystems they lived in as well.


