
EVALUATING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE

PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION

What were the key compromises that were made in Philadelphia? concerned with protected liberty of conscience, liberty
of contract (meaning, for many at the.

The country was ill-equipped to fight a war--and other nations wondered whether treaties with the United
States were worth the paper they were written on. New Hampshire delegates would not join the Convention
until more than halfway through the proceedings, on July  Following a signing ceremony on September 17,
most of the delegates repaired to the City Tavern on Second Street near Walnut where, according to George
Washington, they "dined together and took cordial leave of each other. Should the delegates be most
concerned with protected liberty of conscience, liberty of contract meaning, for many at the time, the right of
creditors to collect debts owed under their contracts , or the liberty to hold property debtors complained that
this liberty was being taken by banks and other creditors? On May 25, the delegations convened in the
Pennsylvania State House. Southern and northern delegates also agreed to strengthen the Fugitive Slave
Clause in exchange for removing a requirement that two-thirds of Congress agree on "navigation acts"
regulations of commerce between states and foreign governments. The Three-Fifths Compromise assessing
population by adding the number of free persons to three-fifths of "all other persons" slaves was agreed to
without serious dispute. Since America had no native hereditary aristocracy , the character of this upper house
was designed to protect the interests of this wealthy elite, the "minority of the opulent," against the interests of
the lower classes, who constituted the majority of the population. All revenue measures would originate in the
lower house. The committee also shortened the president's term from seven years to four years, freed the
president to seek re-election after an initial term, and moved impeachment trials from the courts to the Senate.
The main objection of the three was the compromise that would allow Congress to pass "navigation acts" with
a simple majority in exchange for strengthened slave provisions. The two-thirds clause for ratification of
treaties in the Senate, as opposed to a simple majority, allowed the South a greater voice in these matters and
assuaged concerns about the attempts to abandon navigation of the Mississippi. By the time the Convention
started, the only blueprints that had been assembled were Madison's Virginia Plan, and Charles Pinckney's
plan. I have said he, often and often in the course of the Session, and the vicissitudes of my hopes and fears as
to its issue, looked at that behind the President without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting: But
now at length I have the happiness to know that it is a rising and not a setting Sun. In the preceding weeks of
debate, Madison, King, and Gouverneur Morris each vigorously opposed the compromise for this reason.
Troubles with the existing Confederation of States finally convinced the Continental Congress, in February ,
to call for a convention of delegates to meet in May in Philadelphia "to devise such further provisions as shall
appear to them necessary to render the constitution of the Federal Government adequate to the exigencies of
the Union. On Wednesday, September 12, the report of the "committee of style" was ordered printed for the
convenience of the delegates. Most importantly, they agreed that the Convention should go beyond its
mandate merely to amend the Articles of Confederation , and instead should produce a new constitution
outright. In the Convention, each state--regardless of its number of delegates-- had one vote, so a state evenly
split could not register a vote for adoption. The upper house would be elected by electors chosen by the people
and would serve for life. They also created the office of the vice president, whose only roles were to succeed a
president unable to complete a term of office, to preside over the Senate, and to cast tie-breaking votes in the
Senate. Further modifications and concluding debate[ edit ] Another month of discussion and relatively minor
refinement followed, during which several attempts were made to alter the Rutledge draft, though few were
successful. A minority wanted it to be apportioned so that all states would have equal weight, though this was
never seriously considered. Madison's Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of , supplemented by the
notes of Robert Yates , remain the most complete record of the Convention. Most of the Convention's
delegates thought that states already protected individual rights, and that the Constitution did not authorize the
national government to take away rights, so there was no need to include protections of rights. Why was
creating the office of the presidency such an important and difficult task for the delegates at the Constitutional
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Convention of ? Though most of their complaints did not result in changes, a couple did. Constitution Under
the Articles of Confederation, the federal government faced many challenges in conducting foreign policy,
largely due to its inability to pass or enforce laws that individual states found counter to their interests.


