
THE ISSUE OF IMMIGRATION IN THE UNITED STATES

At the other end of the spectrum, states such as Arizona have passed laws.

Although Herbert Hoover defeated Al Smith in , a number of scholars have attributed the shift from the
Republican dominance of the government in the s to the New Deal coalition of the s to the increasing share,
turnout, and partisanship of the urban ethnic vote following several decades of mass immigration Andersen ;
Baltzell ; Clubb and Allen ; Degler ; Lubell  References Electronic reference Jonathon W. From this favorable
economic climate rose a grass-roots revolt that aimed to influence a national dialogue over the heart and soul
of the country, in the face of a perceived threat. Image At the bus station in Brownsville, Tex. Early in the
twentieth century, when immigration from southern and eastern Europe was at its peak, many old-stock
Americans sought to preserve the traditional image of the country as primarily composed of descendants from
northwest Europe, especially of English Protestant stock. Worse, this picture depicts national culture in
stereotyped images of an idealized past. In recent days, the president has landed on a dark new message that, if
taken literally, could mean an end to all immigration â€” legal and illegal â€” across the Mexican border. The
smugglers have told them they will be quickly released, as long as they bring a child, and that they will be
allowed to remain in the United States for years while they pursue their asylum cases. Share Share Hundreds
of thousands of foreign nationals work legally in the United States under various types of nonimmigrant visas.
The news media often cite examples of industries that seek out low-cost immigrant workers to replace
native-born workers. None of it has fixed the problem. Economic theory suggests that all countries benefit
from the free flow of capital, goods, and technology across international borders. On one side are the hard-line
restrictionists, like White House aide Stephen Miller andâ€”depending on the time and dayâ€”Donald Trump.
These actions, particularly the ban on travelers from seven Muslim-majority countries, drew widespread
protests and legal challenges from individuals, cities, and states. Sure, there are obvious concerns about the
effects of immigration on the quality of local public services. Jews and the Broadway Musical, Cambridge
Mass. As many as 81 percent supported a path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants if they meet
certain requirements. Passing the national origins quotas in the early s was intended to exclude everyone from
Asia and Africa and to sharply lower the numbers of arrivals from southern and eastern Europe. America's
immigration "problem. Notably, two-thirds of Americans who identify immigration as the most important
problem still believe it is a good thing for the country. These people keep the country running: they pick the
crops, build the houses, wash the bathrooms, and care for the sick and elderly. Massey et al. In , President
George W. Standard economic theory posits that domestic migration is a functional response to wage
differentials between areas. Because US immigration law has always been tied to racial categories, race has
always beenâ€”in effectâ€”a policy matter. What legislation has Congress considered in recent years?
Contrary to the charges in some quarters, [the bill] will not inundate America with immigrants from any one
country or area, or the most populated and deprived nations of Africa and Asia. These examples are fodder for
unscrupulous political leaders who seek to exploit popular fears to their own ends. Bureau of the Census,
Washington, D. In sum, foreign investment and promotion of export-oriented growth i the US in developing
countries has served to increase immigration to the US. The Act is the first in American history to place broad
restrictions on certain immigrant groups. Chinese Exclusion Act As America begins a rapid period of
industrialization and urbanization, a second immigration boom begins. Visit Website March Congress passes
the first law about who should be granted U. In early , it implemented what it called a zero-tolerance policy, in
which authorities arrested and prosecuted everyone caught crossing the southern border without authorization.
Some 5 million German immigrants also come to the U. Sassen S. In return, they are treated mostly as
second-class citizens. Only 52, English supposedly immigrated in the period to  CreditTamir Kalifa for The
New York Times But the president has not chosen to prioritize a surge of new resources to the border, which
could help ease the overcrowding and suffering that have gripped the migrants and the border communities
where they arrive. By the end of this maelstrom of bills and backlashes, comprehensive reform had failed and
the parties had sharply split on the immigration issue. But immigration is not a monolithic issue; there is no
one immigration question. This polarized reaction reflects a widening divide among voters, as Democrats are
now twice as likely as Republicans to say immigrants strengthen the country. Donald J. There was certainly a
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lot of virulent anti-Semitism in the United States at the time, and the hatred of Franklin Roosevelt by the
WASP upper class could have led to elite support for a fascist alternative. The cities of America during the age
of industrialization were primarily immigrant cities Gibson and Jung 


