
A REVIEW OF THE ANGLO SAXON PERIOD

took control of the British Isles from the first century BCE to CE when they retreated as the Roman Empire fell and left
the Celtic People defenseless to invasion. Around CE the greatest and most long lasting poem of the Old English
language and the Anglo Saxon Period.

I guess I learned things. At only pages, I managed to read the entire book on the flight home from London to
Toronto. I read a lot of historical fiction in this era, so reading about the actual history behind some of the
figures was informative and enjoyable. The consequences of each conquest can only be assessed with
hindsight. The Anglo-Saxon farms of this period are often falsely supposed to be "peasant farms". Such a
thing comes with the socio-political climate depicted here. The early stages of Anglo-Saxon age began with
the decline of Roman The Anglo-Saxon age was one of turbulence and constant bloodshed, but there was
more to it than this. The influence of the monastery of Iona would grow into what Peter Brown has described
as an "unusually extensive spiritual empire," which "stretched from western Scotland deep to the southwest
into the heart of Ireland and, to the southeast, it reached down throughout northern Britain, through the
influence of its sister monastery Lindisfarne. In other words, it's a bunch of "this happened and then this
happened and then this happened. Penda is found ravaging Northumbria as far north as Bamburgh and only a
miraculous intervention from Aidan prevents the complete destruction of the settlement. There were so few of
them that I indeed cannot think of a single one south of the Thames when I became king. If at times some
sections lapsed into brevity, it was only to ensure that as much of the history could be covered through the
book. Politically and chronologically, the texts of this period are not 'Anglo-Saxon'; linguistically, those
written in English as opposed to Latin or French, the other official written languages of the period are moving
away from the late West Saxon standard that is called 'Old English'. It was in this period of cross-cultural
currents that the notion of England as a single entity came to be defined. King Cnut in was the first to refer to
the land and not the people with this term: ealles Englalandes cyningc King of all England. Having studied
medieval history in Sixth Form and Old English at university, I was familiar in part with a lot of the areas
covered by this exhibition, but these scientific texts were a joyful surprise and emphasised above all just how
sophisticated the Anglo-Saxons were. It begins with the story of Hengist and Horsa in AD  Sometime around ,
a Reeve from Portland in Wessex was killed when he mistook some raiders for ordinary traders. Some
unpopular Normans were driven out, including Archbishop Robert , whose archbishopric was given to Stigand
; this act supplied an excuse for the Papal support of William's cause. The Latin language, Roman political
structures, architecture, literature, religion, and iconography are deeply embedded in English culture, while
signs of the more recent and longer-lasting period of history are almost invisible, and require seeking out. He
had been at the monastery in Iona when Oswald asked to be sent a mission to Christianise the Kingdom of
Northumbria from their native Anglo-Saxon paganism. Mercian military success was the basis of their power;
it succeeded against not only kings and kingdoms by winning set-piece battles, [72] but by ruthlessly ravaging
any area foolish enough to withhold tribute. Origin is the Danelaw region and dates late 8th to 9th century. By
the time William from Normandy, sensing an opportunity, landed his invading force in , the elite of
Anglo-Saxon England had changed, although much of the culture and society had stayed the same. The index
was very extensive, which will be of interest to scholarly readers. His claim to be "king of the English" was by
no means widely recognised. They replaced the Roman stone buildings with their own wooden ones, and
spoke their own language, which gave rise to the English spoken today.


