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Summary of Edward Bellamy's Looking Backward Edward Bellamy wrote his utopian novel largely in response to the
growing crisis he Given the troubling economic times of the s, this sentiment can hardly seem revolutionary. Rather.

He explains that, from a moral perspective, the level of effort people are willing to put forth is, to a great
extent, influenced by their natural endowments. There are also punishments for those who do not want to
work. However, individuals are permitted to broadcast their religious views in sermons delivered over a type
of radio or telephone system. The novel portrays a world in which it is permissible to obtain things from a
government agency but not from an individual producer or seller. All voting is limited to retired citizens who,
like college alumni, have no vested interest in the impact of their decisions save the overall benefit to their
alma mater. Bellamy thus viewed industrialization and giant conglomerates as potential benefactors, rather
than as enemies, of mankind. This Great Trust is more than a government. As we will soon discover, of
course: the ability to so radically reshape the human condition brings with it tremendous risks. However, he
has bureaucrats make both production and allocation decisions rather than relying on market responses as
would be done under a capitalist system. Socialism is inherently unworkable, destroys individual motivation,
and suppresses the means of economic calculation. People are motivated differently and some are not
motivated at all. One idea is to make the hours of labor vary in different trades according to their difficulty. At
first, West defends the 19th century but eventually becomes persuaded that 20th-century utopia is superior.
His novel is intended to illustrate that, without private property, there would no longer be social issues such as
shortages, social class divisions, joblessness, poor working conditions and long hours, child labor, strikes,
poverty, hunger, crime, and war. Handicapped individuals are assigned tasks that they are capable of
performing. Moreover, he rejected the notion that progress, "was a chimera of the imagination, with no
analogue in nature" p. Having been born into an upper class family, he thought himself to be superior to the
working masses and believed that he deserved his privileged life. The unified nation led by a single capitalist
cures labor crises by completing the inevitable convergence of human industry: "The great city bazaar crushed
its country rivals with branch stores, and in the city itself absorbed its smaller rivals till the business of a
whole quarter was concentrated under one roof, with a hundred former proprietors of shops serving as clerks"
p. The results of this centrality of public life emerge only when contrasted with the relative austerity of private
life: You will find illustrated here. In his ideal society there is no competition, no duplication of producers and
distributors, no waste due to overproduction, no idle capital or labor, no political parties, and no cyclical
crises. Bellamy puts a great deal of faith in centralized government and very little in individual initiative.
However, ironically, we never see anyone actually working, striving, pursuing, or producing anything. Money
is used only as a unit of account. There are no crimes involving monetary gains because there is no money.
The credit cards can only be used at government-owned distribution centers with each center carrying the
same products. In the twentieth century of Bellamy's imagination, Nationalism - the Great Trust - offers a
response to rampant individualism. Looking Backward is a promotional argument and an attempt to
informally educate the American public through the medium of the romantic novel. As with More's Utopia ,
even the family is merely a temporary liaison between individual and state. As we will see, these critiques are
not just philosophically grounded; they reside in history as well. Without greed there is no government
corruption. He would have excluded himself from the world, cut himself off from his kind, in a word,
committed suicide. Certainly, this vision would have appealed to nineteenth century readers who grew tired of
continual financial and political strife that followed the seemingly inept leadership of their public officials.
The Nationalist Movement also helped bridge the ideas and activities of reform groups and individuals.
Everyone is paid the same amount and people are persuaded to serve in whatever capacity their talents and
skills are best suited. West, you will see we have nothing to make laws about. The fundamental principles on
which our society is founded settle for all time the strifes and misunderstandings which in your day called for
legislation. Pillsbury, a trained mesmerist, puts Julian into a deep trancelike sleep. This utopia posits an
individual who has been freed of the Great Chain of Being and the vicious cycles of hunger and human
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depravity.


