
WHEN DID MARTIN LUTHER POST HIS THESIS

His document, "95 Theses," sparked the Protestant Reformation. Luther began to live the spartan and rigorous life of a
monk but did not abandon his . This Day in History: 10/31/ - Martin Luther Posts Theses.

They were granted on papal authority and made available through accredited agents. Thus those indulgence
preachers are in error who say that a man is absolved from every penalty and saved by papal indulgences. At
the end of his life, Luther turned strident in his views, and pronounced the pope the Antichrist, advocated for
the expulsion of Jews from the empire and condoned polygamy based on the practice of the patriarchs in the
Old Testament. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even without
indulgence letters. Let him who speaks against the truth concerning papal indulgences be anathema and
accursed. In theses 27â€”29, he attacks the idea that as soon as payment is made, the payer's loved one is
released from purgatory. Indeed, they would not exist. The man who actually buys indulgences is as rare as he
who is really penitent; indeed, he is exceedingly rare. Hell, purgatory, and heaven seem to differ the same as
despair, fear, and assurance of salvation. Luther's Explanations on thesis seven asserted that one could based
on God's promise, but Cajetan argued that the humble Christian should never presume to be certain of their
standing before God. Figure 1. The bishops, curates, and theologians who permit such talk to be spread among
the people will have to answer for this. Many professors posted academic theses, many reform-minded
Christians had questioned indulgences, and many high-profile German intellectuals had written at least one
critical piece against Rome. According to this account, Luther personally nailed the theses to the door on 31
October and thereby launched the Reformation. This disregard for papal authority presaged later conflicts.
Even at this stage, after two centuries of Protestant development, the episode had not yet captured the
historical or the visual imagination in the way that it would in the nineteenth century. Only after waiting in
vain for a response of some kind, he claimed, did he decide to make the theses public. It is vain to trust in
salvation by indulgence letters, even though the indulgence commissary, or even the pope, were to offer his
soul as security. Luther's reply to Tetzel's pamphlet, on the other hand, was another publishing success for
Luther. The church historian Volker Leppin has recently retraced this reception process during the first
century of memorialisation. In most accounts the theses-posting shared the stage with other dramatic opening
acts, from the meeting with the papal legate Thomas Cajetan at the Diet of Augsburg to the debate in Leipzig
or the hearing in Worms. Only later, in the Luther biographies of the s and s, and beginning in particular with
the works of Orthodox Lutheran historians such as Nikolaus Selnecker and Georg Glocker, do we meet Luther
as the resolute reformer of the Church who was driven to take a stand against a corrupt medieval Catholic
Church. Some of these symbols were the common stock of visual culture. Indeed, even within the compass of
that year, there were more consequential acts than the theses-postingâ€”for if its purpose was to initiate an
academic debate, then Luther failed, as no disputation ever took place. At the time, a Dominican priest named
Johann Tetzel, commissioned by the Archbishop of Mainz and Pope Leo X, was in the midst of a major
fundraising campaign in Germany to finance the renovation of St. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by
declaring and showing that it has been remitted by God; or, to be sure, by remitting guilt in cases reserved to
his judgment. The interior. Georgi, Wittenbergische Klage-Geschichte  And yet the theses-posting retained its
prominence as the point of origin, the crucial moment in the story. Nevertheless, even though there were good
reasons to shift the narrative away from 31 October , once the bicentennial celebrations had taken place the
Lutheran church continued to emphasise the importance of the theses-posting for the Reformation. What
should he say to those who ask why anniversary masses for the dead , which were for the sake of those in
purgatory, continued for those who had been redeemed by an indulgence? It marked the terminus ante quem
for the build-up to reform and the catalyst for the Reformation itself. The term "Protestant" first appeared in ,
when Charles V revoked a provision that allowed the ruler of each German state to choose whether they would
enforce the Edict of Worms. The second form of legitimation was prophetic. He assumes that Albert is
unaware of what is being preached under his authority, and speaks out of concern that the people are being led
away from the gospel, and that the indulgence preaching may bring shame to Albert's name. Luther spoke
from the pulpit against the dishonour brought upon the professors, the university, and the town; but he made
no mention of the dishonour brought upon the very site where the Reformation was thought to have begun,
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even though he had become sentimental about other sites by this time. It begins with a survey of the origins of
Reformation history and traces the incorporation of the theses-posting into the narrative stream. From the very
outset of the Reformation the public memory of the Church was closely controlled, just as it was deeply
affectedâ€”as all public memory is deeply affectedâ€”by shifts of sentiment and perception over time.
Christians are to be taught that papal indulgences are useful only if they do not put their trust in them, but very
harmful if they lose their fear of God because of them. Cyprian, Hilaria Evangelica  Imperfect piety or love on
the part of the dying person necessarily brings with it great fear; and the smaller the love, the greater the fear.
A survey of the theses-posting is nothing new, of course, and indeed German historians have regularly
re-examined the episode since the debate first became a national issue in the s.


