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and find homework help for other Everyday Use questions at eNotes. How does Alice Walker use her experience in life
to develop the plot in the novel " Everyday Use" The story Everyday Use shows some aspects of Alice Walker's real life.

In many ways, the quilts of Afro-America resemble the work of all those dismembered gods who transmute
fragments and remainders into the light and breath of a new creation. Not only has the yard as ritual ground
been prepared for the arrival of a goddess, but the sensibilities and costumes of Maggie and her mother have
been appropriately attuned for the occasion. As Maggie and her mother watch warily, she goes around the
house collecting objects from her heritage that she now sees as valuable. Sometimes I dream a dream in which
Dee and I are suddenly brought together on a TV program of this sort. As well as Dee, she stems from a poor
hard-working family and was given the chance to attend college4. Many people have it difficult to become
educated and gamble everything for at least one of their family members to get an education. Dee and Maggie
seem as different as night and day. Near the end of the story, Mrs. These two extremes are opposed by the
character of the younger daughter Maggie. She begins asking for things around the house, like the top of a
butter churn, and eventually she asks for two quilts as well. Warning: things are going to get ugly in this story.
Alice Walker, Twayne,  She is very physically beautiful and is described as having a great sense of style.
When Dee returns home, she seems to be transformed in so many ways and changing her name was the top
notch. And how unlike quilt frames that signal social activity and a coming to completeness are her frames.
Dee takes photos of Mama and Maggie in front of the house, and the greetings are stiff and unfamiliar. The
story also offers a good lesson on how not to treat your parents after they've spent their time, money, and
energy trying to help you have a better life; it's like a primer on how to show gratitude to the people who gave
you so much, no matter how brilliant you think college makes you. Even though the characters are portrayed
as tragic, Alice walker was trying to make a point here. She has written numerous other novels, stories, poems,
and essays. Maggie â€” Described by Mama as dull and unattractive, the youngest daughter Maggie has burn
scars and marks from the burning down of their prior home, and is very nervous and self-conscious because of
it. For example, the mother observes Dee's companion and notices, "Every once in a while he and Wangero
sent eye signals over my head. Everyday Use. The quilts are the central symbol of the story, representing the
connectedness of history and the intergenerational ties of the family. Historically, products such as cotton and
indigo dye were acquired as a result of black oppression. As well as her mother, she is not physically attractive
or stylish. The quilts, made from scraps of clothing and sewn by multiple hands, epitomize this "lived
experience. In the time the story is set, the late s or early s, black American life and identity were undergoing a
radical transformation. During the visit, Dee lays claim to certain family heirlooms, such as the top and dasher
of a butter churn, whittled by relatives. She is of course referring not merely to the literal hug but to the first
spiritual embrace, representing her decision no longer to judge her younger daughter by the shallow standards
Dee embodiesâ€”criteria that Mama has been using to measure both Maggie and herself up until the climax of
the story. The Black Arts Movement The cultural extension of the Black Power movement was the Black Arts
movement, a conscious effort by many artists and critics to celebrate African-American culture for its own
forms, ideas, and styles, rather than seeing it as derivative of European-American culture. Do either of them
have any character traits in common with their mother? It is thought by some that Mama does not judge Dee,
nor Maggie, accurately due to Mama's own insecurities. But everybody laughed at me. Source: Houston A.
Hence, she becomes a kind of unifying goddess of patch and stitch, an instructress of mankind who bestows
the gift of consolidating fragments. The result of their labor has been a succession of mothers and daughters
surviving the ignominies of Jim Crow life and passing on ancestral blessings to descendants. Yet her control
over the text is won gradually. Her novel The Color Purple is perhaps her most well-known, winning the
Pulitzer Prize in and inspiring a film adaptation. But she gives her most intense scrutiny to the often tenuous
bonds between family members. Occasionally she refers to her as Wangero Dee , which emphasizes the
confusion of having a new name and also pokes a little fun at the grandness of Dee's gesture. Walker uses
several literary devices to examine the themes in the story and to give a voice to the poor and the uneducated.
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After that, she simply calls her Dee, fully withdrawing her gesture of support.


