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The kind of thesis statement you write will depend on what kind of paper you're writing. Analytical Thesis
Statements In an analytical paper, you are breaking down an issue or an idea into its component parts,
evaluating the issue or idea, and presenting this breakdown and evaluation to your audience. Expository
Explanatory Thesis Statements In an expository paper, you are explaining something to your audience. A
thesis statement is a very specific statement -- it should cover only what you want to discuss in your paper,
and be supported with specific evidence. Finally, effective thesis statements can offer the reader a sense of
what to expect in the body paragraphs of the paper. A reader who encountered that thesis would expect the
paper to explain how barn owls hunt for insects, build nests, and raise young. Writing a Thesis Statement A
thesis statement is a sentence or sentences that expresses the main ideas of your paper and answers the
question or questions posed by your paper. You can think of your thesis as a map or a guide both for yourself
and your audience, so it might be helpful to draw a chart or picture of your ideas and how they're connected to
help you get started. In what order should I present my reasons? Just make sure that your "final" thesis
statement accurately shows what will happen in your paper. A reader who encountered this thesis would
expect to be presented with an argument and evidence that farmers should not get rid of barn owls when they
find them nesting in their barns. Generally, a thesis statement appears at the end of the first paragraph of an
essay, so that readers will have a clear idea of what to expect as they read. This claim could be an opinion, a
policy proposal, an evaluation, a cause-and-effect statement, or an interpretation. What are the reasons I have
to support my claim or assertion? In the Kaplan Guide to Successful Writing , a thesis statement is considered
effective if it sticks to one idea, focuses on a reasonably sized aspect of that idea, takes a clear position on the
subject, and uses solid support. Considering the challenge of keeping infants safe on airplane flights Next, it is
always good communication to have a solution in mind when mentioning a problem. Questions to ask yourself
when writing an analytical thesis statement: What did I analyze? Posted on August 19, by ascnews 4
Comments Molly Wright Starkweather, MA, Kaplan University Writing Center Tutor When teaching thesis
statements, the standard advice from teaching guides varies depending on the expertise of the student and the
content area and level of study of the course. In some kinds of writing, such as narratives or descriptions, a
thesis statement is less important, but you may still want to provide some kind of statement in your first
paragraph that helps to guide your reader through your paper. Graduate students might not be expected to
write the same sort of thesis statement as first year composition students, but they can benefit from
considering a focused central argument in a sentence or two for the sake of those reading their papers. Here is
an example of how all three ingredientsâ€”mentioning the challenge at hand, the solution, and the main points
supporting the solutionâ€”can make for an effective thesis statement. Questions to ask yourself when writing
an argumentative thesis statement: What is my claim or assertion? Argumentative Thesis Statements In an
argumentative paper, you are making a claim about a topic and justifying this claim with reasons and
evidence. Here are some links to get you started. The kind of thesis that your paper will have will depend on
the purpose of your writing. One way to incorporate the main points from the body paragraphs is to consider
why the solution being offered in the thesis statement is effective or perhaps even the best solution. However,
this claim must be a statement that people could possibly disagree with, because the goal of your paper is to
convince your audience that your claim is true based on your presentation of your reasons and evidence.


