
DISSERTATION DEFENSE NETHERLANDS

In the Netherlands, PhD candidates defend their dissertations during a traditional public ceremony. Although the event's
festive character should be valued, PhD.

After the committee has finished it's consultation, the PhD candidate and it's paranymphs are invited into the
private meeting for some formalities. It was quite a happening, what with the pedel, seven examiners in full
academic dress, two paranimfen to support me, and all m y friends and family present. Candidates can find out
that they have failed to obtain their PhD even after they have completed the final version of their thesis.
Cristine Muggler from Brazil had to laugh about one aspect she found typically Dutch. Consider yourself as an
athlete preparing for a big effort: make sure you are in your best condition to give it your all on the day of the
defense. To prepare for the actual PhD defense, some argue that you don't need to do anything at all. Swiss
and German committees are usually comprised of one promoter and one or two additional readers, and the
process isn't as ceremonious. The purpose of the introductory speech, also known as the 'lay speech', is to
explain to the audience what the thesis is about. Get enough sleep in the weeks before the defense, and eat
healthy food. Although the event's festive character should be valued, PhD candidates need to be exposed to
more public criticism, according to some foreign professors at TU Delft. Nervously awaiting their return,
Carmona certainly looked the part, wearing a beautiful old hat and a robe she'd made especially for the
occasion. In the U. Prior to your defense, make sure you read these papers again to refresh your memory, and
to address possible questions about the foundations of your work. The WAU's international students have
different opinions on the value of this tradition You find yourself at the podium, in front of an audience full of
friends and interested people. Everyone sits, except the Chairman who dons his floppy beret to pronounce the
committee's official vote: Today, we do not confer upon you the degree of doctor Don't forget how important
and valuable this day is for all of you in your stress for preparing for the actual defense. The PhD candidate is
permitted to use audiovisual aids during this speech. The committee, mostly composed of academics, arrive in
the official robes of their alma mater. Subsequently, the PhD candidate is required to answer questions put
forward by the committee. Your thesis has already been published, and your family has come a long way to
witness your PhD defence. Melody shares this view, but advises students to 'decide on your subject first, find
out who the experts in the field are, and then select a university that links you to the pioneers at the frontier.
Don't stop following the literature on the day when you finish your literature review chapter! The Dutch PhD
defence is very formal: there is a protocol to be followed, stipulating what happens at every step, what you
should say at the beginning and at the end, and how you should address your opponents. Zainab Semgalawe, a
recent PhD from Tanzania: I found myself dreading the event at the moment when I should be feeling happy.
For these reasons, use your PhD time to present at as many conferences, workshops, and industry events as
possible. In the end, you did your research over the past few years, and nobody knows your work as well as
you do. Education 30 maart - The Dutch PhD defence is a ceremony, not an examination In the Netherlands,
PhD candidates defend their dissertations during a traditional public ceremony. Make sure you practice
preparing answers to these questions, and bring additional material for the defense where needed. The pedel
ascends onto the stage, strikes the staff a few times on the floor to command attention, and calls out: De tijd is
verstreken. The role of the pedel stems from the Middle Ages, at a time when the staff was used to protect
academics from the masses. In this speech the PhD candidate is given the opportunity to speak for a maximum
of 10 minutes about what has been researched, why the research was carried out and what the results of the
research are. You can find my top picks for preparing for the defense in the following list: 1. Plan your party
Your defense is a day when your friends and family gather to celebrate your success. The ceremony can be
used, however, to confer the status of Cum Laude distinction , and the examiners' detailed questioning also
confirms that a thesis has in fact been written by the PhD candidate The public defence is an important
ceremony in Holland, marked by formal words and dress, giving it the feel of a court of justice. Finally,
preparing for your defense will help you prepare mentally for the challenges of the day itself, and will give
you some piece of mind. All this practice in the years prior to your defense will make you better prepared for
the big day. Semgalawe would have preferred the system used in the US or UK, where you defend your PhD
in a discussion with your examining committee behind closed doors. Will you be able to project visual
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material and use audio in the room? In special cases, candidates may submit a written request to the Rector for
permission to wear a dark suit instead of a dress suit. PhD candidates must be careful to address their
examining committee respectfully as most highly esteemed opponents or promotors, and to remember to thank
them for their questions. If you get stressed, you'll have a harder time thinking clearly and replying the
questions in a way that is satisfactory for the committee.


