
TEACHING THESIS STATEMENTS MIDDLE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

A lesson teaching middle school students how to write a thesis statement should use a simple step-by-step process that
teaches them exactly what a thesis.

Yes, there was a bribe involved, but whatever works, right? Ask them to write a thesis statement about the
topic as if they were going to use it for an essay. If you're having trouble deciding which side to take on a
controversial issue, write your thesis statement from two different points of view. You must form an opinion
and state it clearly. Create similar thesis statements and cut them up as well. It's a Power Point presentation,
along with handouts and worksheets. Step 2: Put students into small groups and give them 5 minutes to
construct a solid thesis statement in response to the essay question. I like to give out colorful Sharpie pens.
Next thing I remember, I was surrounded by angry tax-payers. If you need a lesson for writing a thesis
statements, here's the one I use. Answers the topic question the one you created or the one presented to you by
the instructor. Using examples that students can relate to or are interested in will help them to form their own
thesis statements. We talk about the common use, the ethics, and whether the audience should be aware of its
use. He moved toward me, stapler in hand. One by one, go through the points of a good thesis statement.
Games Making a game out of identifying the thesis statements in the writings of others is a fun way to help
students develop strong thesis statements. I love this approach to teaching writing! Step 4: As each group
writes their thesis statements on separate whiteboard, I play a fun but slightly random song. The following
examples are based on this question: Does Romeo's prior feelings for Rosaline diminish the credibility of his
love for Juliet? Your first responsibility is to teach them that a thesis statement: Presents your opinions or
thoughts on a subject or an issue. Once students have pasted the words onto construction paper with the body
and conclusion of the essay, have them report back to the class on why they chose the thesis that they did. This
is how thesis statement throwdown was born! The conversations that take place are incredible! Thesis Puzzles
Introduce students to thesis writing by using manipulatives and group work. Finally, a winner is declared!
Alas, there are always students who need more practice. Here's the activity, which should be used directly
after instruction on how to write a thesis statement: 1. I've done this for several quarters now, and the students
always show improvement, I think because they are so engaged in the process, whether in writing their own
thesis or evaluating others' thesis statement. That improvement then translated into their next essays. Thesis
throwdown is a quirky combination of group collaboration, writing practice, funky music, and competition.
Instead of feeling frustrated, I decided to design a fun activity to practice writing thesis statements. Cut the
thesis statement into pieces word by word. I finished mine an hour ago. Interesting Examples When teaching
thesis development, try using interesting examples that will engage students. Students can watch my
explanations as many times as they need to over the course of the year. Have each team choose a paper from
the bowl to see which thesis statement will be debated. A good thesis statement is limited to one main idea. Do
not be wishy-washy. If you still can't decide, list facts on both sides of the issue and decide which facts make a
more persuasive argument. Debates Have students debate each others thesis statements. Facilitate a short class
discussion on the topic to get them thinking about the pros and cons. Unclear thesis statements emanate from
the minds of writers with an unclear purpose. See my post on synchronous editing.


