
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE OF PLATO

Plato, (born / bce, Athens, Greeceâ€”died /, Athens), ancient Greek philosopher, student of Socrates (c. â€“ bce),
teacher of Aristotle (â€“ bce), and founder of the Academy, best known as the author of philosophical works of
unparalleled influence.

His 36 dialogues are generally ordered into early, middle and late, though their chronology is determined by
style and content rather than specific dates. In the dialogues of Plato though, Socrates sometimes seems to
support a mystical side, discussing reincarnation and the mystery religions , this is generally attributed to
Plato. In the Meno Plato refers to the Eleusinian Mysteries , telling Meno he would understand Socrates's
answers better if he could stay for the initiations next week. Plato was a wrestler, and Dicaearchus went so far
as to say that Plato wrestled at the Isthmian games. Over its years of operation, the Academy's curriculum
included astronomy, biology, mathematics, political theory and philosophy. These features represent the
contributions of scholars of many generations and countries, as does the ongoing attempt to correct for
corruption. Final Years Plato's final years were spent at the Academy and with his writing. Plato believed
thoroughly in keeping the mind open and trying questions in every possible way. It is difficult to conceive,
however, that a youth of poetical and meditative temperament, and of very decidedly aristocratic predilections,
could find anything congenial in the corrupt politics of a degenerated and degenerating democracy such as
ruled Athens in Plato's early manhood. A dialogue had therefore to be short enough not to tax the endurance of
its audience. Ransomed by Annicens, a Cyrenian, he thence returned to his native city. Human art techne also
relies upon and can be used to clarify the ideas. In other words, the Forms are universals given as a solution to
the problem of universals, or the problem of "the One and the Many", e. Except in a few cases, however, the
gains envisioned by this notion of fidelity proved to be elusive. In the Meno, Socrates uses a geometrical
example to expound Plato's view that knowledge in this latter sense is acquired by recollection. These
conversations often ascend to lofty, theoretical questions, but they typically involve commonplace subjects,
such as cooking, horse training, piloting a ship, or, as is often the case, politics. Plato was not the first thinker
to confront the questions of being and nonbeing, universal and particular, or the unique character of reasoned
speech logos. Pythagoras held that all things are number, and the cosmos comes from numerical principles. In
metaphysics Plato envisioned a systematic, rational treatment of the forms and their interrelations, starting
with the most fundamental among them the Good , or the One ; in ethics and moral psychology he developed
the view that the good life requires not just a certain kind of knowledge as Socrates had suggested but also
habituation to healthy emotional responses and therefore harmony between the three parts of the soul
according to Plato, reason , spirit, and appetite. There was, of course, no printing in ancient Greece. Probably
he visited Egypt also. A large part of the Republic then addresses how the educational system should be set up
to produce these philosopher kings. Platonic Academy Around , the year-old Plato returned to Athens and
founded his philosophical school in the grove of the Greek hero Academus, just outside the city walls. Plato's
mother was Perictione , whose family boasted of a relationship with the famous Athenian lawmaker and lyric
poet Solon , one of the seven sages , who repealed the laws of Draco except for the death penalty for
homicide. In his writings on the Theory of Forms, Plato suggests that the world of ideas is the only constant
and that the perceived world through our senses is deceptive and changeable. The knowledge must be present,
Socrates concludes, in an eternal, non-experiential form. Coming to Socrates at the age of nineteen or twenty,
he remained a modest and devoted disciple until the death of the master, a period of eight or nine years.
Augustine initially accepted this claim, but later rejected it, arguing in The City of God that "Plato was born a
hundred years after Jeremiah prophesied. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the
imagination, and charm and gaiety to life and to everything. It can also be said there are three worlds, with the
apparent world consisting of both the world of material objects and of mental images, with the "third realm"
consisting of the Forms. One important challenge in understanding Plato is to make sense of these differences.
The only two mammoth dialogues According to Burnet, "the opening scene of the Charmides is a glorification
of the whole [family] connection


