
CRITICAL THINKING IN THE CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Check out these 10 great ideas for critical thinking activities and see how engages the classroom in a way that fosters
great critical thinking.

We continue to teach the basics in introductory courses especially, but the primary goal is for students to use
that knowledge to think critically about events, readings, speeches, ideas, and one's own perspectives across
many disciplines. You can say thinks like the following: Tell me more about that. Take the thinking a step
further and teach your students how to make a refutation, either spoken or in writing, a skill that is often useful
in the academic world. Pull out entries one by one and read them aloud to the class. Getting your students to
think about how they came to the answer that they did will challenge them to think critically, and it gets them
using more language and using it in practical ways. Try one or more of these techniques with your students
and see how well they can express their thoughts with the language they are learning. Then put different
headings on index cards and pin them below the main card. Teaching Critical Thinking Why is it Important?
They can switch sides if they change their minds during the discussion. Students write down their goals for the
year. Then have a class discussion at the end of the day. A great way to focus on the positive in not-so-positive
situations is the Turn Around thinking strategy. Design scoring tools for evaluating critical-thinking-oriented
assignments. If you are teaching ESL to children, teaching critical thinking is particularly important because it
will serve them in their futures no matter what language they are speaking. Alternatively, you can give a
prizeâ€”like a homework pass or free timeâ€”to the student with the first appropriate response whose name is
drawn from the box or to everyone who submitted appropriate answers. To avoid an awkward pause, you can
let kids know that they have 10 seconds to think before answering the question or that you need to see 10
hands raised from volunteers before you hear a response. You can ask your students to take a guess at what
comes next in reading assignments fiction, essays, informational articles as well as video segments you play in
class movies , television shows , recorded dialogues. What Are Some Examples? How would you balance
school and work? Have students give reasons or examples that support their ideas, and they will learn to
support their arguments naturally. Monitor with graphs and charts to view progress. The idea is that after the
fifth question is asked, the problem will be solved. A vocabulary word is held above a student's head where
they cannot see it. Select assignments and in-class activities that are designed to sequentially develop the skills
you have selected in 1 above. Giving examples, breaking tasks into smaller more manageable steps, giving
hints or clues, and providing reminders can all help your students by giving them temporary supports in a new
and challenging task. Students memorize lists of vocabulary and rules for grammar. Give students a specified
amount of time to provide a written response and put it in the response box.


