
A SUMMARY OF THE ARTICLE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ON ADULT

CALIFORNIA NEWTS

Article Summary In southern California, adult California newts (Taricha torosa) have been found to frequently
cannibalize both larvae and egg masses. In turn, for.

By this time, vegetation growth had recovered and the stream banks were more stable resulting in less
sedimentation and fewer available earthworms. When feeding on the ground, adults feed by projecting a sticky
tongue to capture prey. Before the fire, adult newts frequently fed on their own larvae and egg masses. With
the availability of the earthworms, larvae and eggs were allowed to focus on development rather than
survivorship. A small nestling bird was found in the stomach of one newt. When a female enters, she may be
mobbed by a number of males who struggle to hold on to her until one male grabs on and cannot be removed.
They also consume amphibian eggs and larvae, including newt larvae and newt eggs. Three types of sounds
were documented: clicks, squeaks, and whistles. In the water, males transform into their aquatic phase, with
smooth skin that lightens in color, swollen cloacal lips, and tails enlarged and flattened to help them swim.
The clicks appeared to be used to establish territories. Squeaks were made when a newt was picked up, and
were sometimes accompanied by the newt twisting its body. Found along the coast and coast range mountains
from Mendocino county south to San Diego county. Bibliography Kerby, L. Transformed juveniles leave the
water with adult coloration and characteristics and with a trace of gills remaining. Kuchta1 showed that the
two subspecies of Taricha torosa "constitute distinct evolutionary lineages and merit recognition as separate
species: T. Southern populations tend to lay egg masses under rocks in quiet stream pools where northern and
central populations tend to attach egg masses to vegetation. Davis, J. Males patrol the edges of the breeding
pond waiting from females to enter the water. A water lavage was used to collect the stomach contents, which
were then examined by microscope. In ,stomach contents from Cold Creek and Trancas Creek indicated that
more earthworms were available at burned sites than at unburned sites. Adult newts were collected during the
spring and summer of from Cold Creek and during from Trancas Creek for diet analysis. Egg masses contain
from 7 - 47 eggs. Larvae The larval stage lasts several months. For the diet analysis and field surveys, three
sites were studied: Cold Creek Canyon, which was burned in , and Newton Creek Canyon and Trancas Creek
Canyon, which were unburned sites and served as controls. Migration may take several weeks and cover large
distances.


